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doi:10.1016/j.rLETTER TO THE EDITORCOPD: What is the diagnosis?This 80-year-old gentleman with a history of
severe chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) presented with shortness of breath. Inflam-
matory markers were elevated with raised white
cell count and C-reactive protein. However, despite
appropriate treatment for acute infective exacer-
bation of COPD, the breathlessness failed to
improve.ee front matter & 2005 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserv
med.2005.09.005At first glance of the chest X-ray, one may suggest
the presence of a right lower zone bulla. This would
be plausible given the history of severe COPD and
the finding of reduced breath sounds in that region.
Computed tomography imaging of the chest
revealed the presence of bowel in the right
hemithorax and a diagnosis of diaphragmatic
rupture was made. The aetiology for this remains
unknown.Daniel K.C. Lee, Prashant S. Borade
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